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lhe animals had made a new friend, 

Whistler the Heron, who had asked to 
join them on their trek to White Deer Park. 
“If Toad’s on course, we'll be at White Deer 
Park before winter sets in,” said Fox to Vixen. 


“Come to think of it there was a sort of rough 
road,” said Toad. “There was lots of machines 


around but it wasn’t a proper road.” “Oh, no!” 


groaned Fox. “It’s a motorway. They must 
have built it after you came by last time.” 


“Kee, kee,” sang out Kestrel as she flew back 
to the group. “There’s a road like two streams 
ahead.” “Road, what road?” asked Badger. 
“You didn’t mention a road, Toad.” 


The animals looked through 
the fence. “It’s alright 

for the larger animals, 

but how can we smaller ones 
cross that road,” muttered Mr Vole. 


“We've come through it together so 


far,” said Fox. “And were going to get through 


this. The nearest cars aren’t moving at all so 
we can get as far as the grass in the middle.” 
Fox and Toad started to cross. 


The Rabbits got halfway — then they started 
to panic. Vixen gently pushed them with her 
nose and they made it to the grass strip. 


Mole screamed in horror ... but Weasel was 


Weasel was showing off. She danced back 
hiding between the wheels, laughing. 


and forth between the cars shouting, “Look 
at me, I'll show you how.” She dashed under 
a car just as it started to move. 


“Come on, Hedgehogs,” said Badger. “And 
don’t curl up!” “Tl try, I promise [1] try,” said 
Mrs Hedgehog nervously. 


“It’s safer over the top,” squealed the 
Squirrels, as they scampered over the 
bonnets of the cars. 


Are you 
all right 


“Come on you thorn bushes on legs,” called 
Weasel rudely. The Hedgehogs uncurled and 
scampered across. “Well done!” said Fox, as 
they arrived to join the others. 


“Now we are all here,” said Vixen. Just then a 
cloud of black exhaust smoke caught the 
animals. It made them cough and splutter. 


“This grass is disgusting,” said Mr Rabbit 
who had taken a mouthful. He spat it out. 

“It tastes just like the funny smoke,” coughed 
Mrs Hare. 


A drink can was thrown out of a passing car. 
Weasel picked it up and tossed it back. The 
other animals scattered. “Don’t run back into 
the road,” shouted Fox. 


Suddenly the cars shifted forwards a little, 
As the cars started to move, both the 
Hedgehogs rolled into balls. 


Badger, with Mole on top, set off with the 
Mice. Mr Vole pushed Mrs Vole along. Mrs 
Vole covered her eyes. Badger scooped her 
up in his paw. “It’s only me, Badger,” he said 
to her. 


A carton was thrown out and it hit Weasel on 


the head. She staggered, seeing stars. 


“We've got to get across to the other side 
soon,” said Vixen. “Easier said than done,” 
said Fox, looking at the traffic whizzing by. 


Next week: Dodging the traffic. 
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66Hiii! I'm Shriiike. OK, | know I’m probably not your 
Number One Farthing Wood character, and that most of 
you call me Butcher Bird. But, I'd like to point out 
that it's just in my nature to store up my food on 
thorns. The creature is dead before | spike it, 
you know. And don’t forget, other 
animals have larders too — what about 
Mole’s supply of headless worms... 
| am not a common sight in 
Britain. In fact, | was just on 
my way to my summer breeding 
home in Denmark when | lost my way 
and ended up in the Farthing Wood 
area. A hundred years ago there 
were lots of us Red-backed 
shrikes in the southern half of 
Britain. But now you can only 
see us in Europe in summer, or 
in Africa in the winter.99 


My back is not really red but chestnut 
brown. I’m 17cm long (that’s a little bigger 
than a sparrow) with a grey head, black 
eye stripe and a long, broad tail. Our beaks 
are not particularly long but they are 
hooked at the end, like a hawk’s. 


Our females are a different colour -— 
brown on top and pale greyish-brown on 
the breast and other underparts. 

In Britain, we used to nest on commons 
and heaths. We build quite a big, 
cup-shaped nest in the middle of bushes 
and shrubs, about a metre above the 
ground. We make it out of grass and 
other plant stems and line it with soft bits 
and pieces, like wool, moss and hair. 

The female lays 5-6 speckled eggs and 
sits on them for about two weeks. When 
the chicks hatch we males bring the 
mother food and she gives it to the 
young. The chicks can fly after about 
two weeks. 


E SHRIKES? 


eople in the south of 
eae ie 


ough large 


We use bushes, fences or telegraph wires as 
perches so we can get a good view of what’s 
going on. When we spot a small mammal, lizard 
or a young bird in a nest we swoop down and kill 
it with a quick blow from our beak. Then we take 
it to a perch to eat it, tearing it into small pieces 
with our curved beak. If we’re not particularly 
hungry we may store it in our larder for later. We 
also eat lots of insects, particularly big ones like 
beetles, butterflies and grasshoppers. 


All About... 


Nature’s butchers Wiese 


66There are 70 different kinds 
of shrike in the world. They live 
in Africa, Asia, Europe and 
North America. Many of them, 
like the Red-backed shrike, 
keep larders of food on thorn 
bushes just as butchers 

keep supplies of meat in 

their shops. The shrikes 

kill their prey first and 

then stick it on to a thorn or 
spike so that it does not blow 
away or fall off the branch. 
They return later to eat it.99 


The Fiery-breasted bush-shrike 
is well named - its breast is a 
brilliant red and it lives among 
the tangled bushes and trees of 
African rainforests. Although it 
looks very different to the other 
shrikes shown here, it has the 
same shaped head, beak and 
body. For some reason, it does 
not spike its prey. 


Making a larder 


The Red-backed shrike uses thorns, and 


storing up the food for the female who was 


sometimes barbed wire, to spike its prey. It is sitting on the eggs, or for the newly-born chicks. 
usually the male who makes these larders of But now they believe that the male is Probably 
skewered food at the beginning of the breeding showing off to the female, trying to impress her 


season. Birdwatchers used to think the male was _ with his kebabs of mouse, shrew, frog or lizard. 


Another butcher 
bird who lives in 
the grasslands 
and forest 
clearings of Africa 
is the Fiscal 
shrike. Like the 
Great grey it will 
kill other birds. Its 
larder often has 
supplies of 
grasshoppers, 
beetles, moths, 
frogs and lizards. 


The Great grey shrike 
is bigger than the 
Red-backed shrike. 
This is a butcher bird 
who will kill other 
birds, such as finches 
or Blackbirds, as well 
as mice and shrews. It 
lives all the year in 
some parts of Europe 
but is only a winter 
visitor to Britain. You 
are most likely to see 
one if you live in the 
south-east of England. 
When it is flying you 
can clearly see its 
black and white 
markings. 


Here are some of the great 
pictures sent in by readers. 


We are going to have a special 
page for your drawings, poems, 
jokes and stories - so keep 
sending them in. There will 

be prizes for anything that 
appears in the magazine! 


James Thompson, Lancashire, age 6 
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Owen Wildish, Cornwall 


Wendy Cruickshank, Aberdeenshire 
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Holly Slaughter, Northamptonshire, age 6 


Secret World of..( , 


A DITCH 


66When I’m hurrying along the hedgerow on a late 
summer’s night, | always watch out for ditches. If I’m 
not careful | could easily fall into one. Mind you, | can 
swim quite well. It’s just that | might not be able to 
climb out again — and then I'd be in real trouble. 

The hedge bottom and ditch are buzzing with life 
during the day, while I’m safely dozing in some 
other quiet spot. The water attracts plants such as the 
Common reed and Water plantain. Pond skaters skit 
about on the surface of the water while the Grass < 
snake hunts frogs in the damp grass nearby. 

Above the ditch you’ll find plants and animals that 
prefer the drier ground in the bottom of the hedge. You 
might see Goldfinches feeding on seeds at the 
top of Teasel branches or a Herald 
moth resting in a shady spot. 


S2 
S OF Hedgehog’s Challenge: a 
bis ditch is just the sort of place 


for slugs. How many can you 
spot in the picture?99 


FREE FARTHING WOOD POSTER 
Remove carefully from your magazine. 
© EBU 1992 Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
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FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATI NG FACTS + FASCINAT 


PAIRING UP 


When the courtship season arrives 
the animal world is suddenly full of 
strutting show-offs. Before they get a 
chance to mate, males often have to 
put on a performance to attract a 
female. Females watch the show and 
choose the most colourful, biggest or 
loudest male to mate with. 


> SIGN LANGUAGE . 
Another way to interest a 
mate is to use sign language. 
One of the male Fiddler crab’s 
claws is much bigger than the 
other. The crab waves his big 
pincer in the air using special 
signals to encourage a female 
to join him. 


> WRESTLING LIZARDS 
These Bengal monitor lizards are not 
ballroom dancing but fighting for a 
female. In the mating season 
monitor lizards wrestle to see 

who’s the strongest. 


‘Vv POSING 
PHEASANT 

The cock pheasant 
struts-around a female 
with swollen wattles 
(throat flesh) trying to 
impress her with his 
courtship dance. But 
the female is only = 
interested in one thing 

— the size of his leg 
spurs. 


ALOCKING HORNS 
A Stag beetle throws a weaker 
rival over his head as a female 
watches from a ringside seat. 
Small as they are, Stag beetles 
can make some pretty 
amazing wrestling throws 
when the prize is a mate. 


Look at my 
fine feathers 
and leg spurs 


BLOWING BUBBLES 
Male Hooded seals 
challenge each other by 
blowing up balloons. They 
have a choice of a dark 
balloon made from a hood 
over their nose, or a bright 
red one which they blow 
out of a nostril. They decide 
whether or not to fight for a 
female by judging the size 
of each other’s balloon. 


4 GROUSE GLADIATORS 

Each year, in the mating season, male 
Black grouse get together and display 
in groups called a lek. Each Black 
grouse cock has his own small area to 
perform in and show off his plumage. 
The females watch the displays and 
mate with the finest bird. 


I'm wearing my S + FASCINATING FACTS 


best breeding 
colours 


> NEWT BEAUTY 

At breeding time male Common 
newts have bright coloured bellies, 
spotted throats and crests. This is 
just the sort of beauty that female 
newts seem to like. 


) : HOW DO FROGS 
ATTRACT A MATE? 


SNINVOUD AG : 


CALL MY BLUFFP> 
These two big antelopes, 
called Topi, are having a 
pretend fight. It’s a way of 
deciding which males mate 
_ with the females and it’s 
safer than actually fighting. 


HIGH FLINGV 
When it’s time for love in 
the high grasslands of : oa : 
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“A 
Africa, the male Jackson’s AVY 
widow bird starts to build  \ V/s 
his stage. He stamps down C44 Ly 
a circle in the grass ZINES  ¢ 
leaving a tuft in the middle. y wy amet 


As soon as a female 7 
comes by he leaps high in 
the air in a crazy dance. 


—~ 


A MASTER STROKE 
The female Painted turtle is 
bigger than the male but 
that doesn’t stop the male 
trying to mate with her. To 
get her in the right mood he 
swims after her and gives 
her the turtle touch. He { 
strokes her cheeks with the 

long claws on his front legs. 
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If you search carefully among the | 
plants you'll find five slugs. There’s 
even a couple on the Shaggy ink 
cap mushroom. 


Wandering snails turn up 
in all sorts of watery places, 
including ditches. They 
climb over pond weeds 
scraping off tiny bits of 
algae with their sharp 
mouths. 


Cocksfoot grass 
flowers from June to 
September. Grass 
pollinates by letting 
the wind blow its 
pollen on to other 
grass flowers. 


The Grass snake lurks in damp 
grass near ditches, ponds and 
streams. It is the biggest snake in 
Britain but it is harmless to 
humans. It’s a pretty deadly frog 
eater, though. 


The Dunnock is sometimes called 
the Hedge sparrow but it isn’t a 
sparrow at all. Its sharp bill is ideal 
for catching insects while the 
sparrow’s fat beak is a seed cracker. 


Water plantain flowers 
between June and August but 
doesn’t show its flowers off all 
day. In the morning it keeps 
them shut. In the afternoon they 
open up and attract flies with 
tiny drops of nectar. By evening 
they’re closed again. 


Ear fungus looks like an 
ear but feels like jelly when 
you touch it. It often grows 
on Elder trees. Some 
people like to eat it when 
it’s young and soft. 


The Herald moth is quite brightly 
coloured so you might think it’s an 
easy target for predators. But the 
shape and colour of its wings 
make it look like a shrivelled leaf, 
so they leave it alone. 


Goldfinches often fly and 
feed together in winter. 
The flocks are called 
charms. They use 
their beaks to pick 
out the seeds 
from plants 
like Teasels. 


The Shaggy ink cap looks 
like a small white egg when it 
first pops out of the ground. 
The fully grown mushroom 
has a cylinder-shaped 

cap which melts into an 
inky black liquid after 

it has released 

its spores. 


Discovering Nature 


BERRY PICKING 


Hedgerows are full of brightly coloured 
berries and fruits in late summer and autumn. 
Can you tell them apart? We all know 
Blackberries taste good, but some berries 
are poisonous to humans, such as Privet 
and Lords-and-ladies. For birds and small 
mammals, such as mice and voles, it is a 
different story. They guzzle lots of different 
berries to help them fatten up for the winter. 


o 


Sloe: fruit of Blackthorn, 
edible, but tastes very sour. 


Haws: fruit of 
\ hawthorn - not 

poisonous, but 
they don’t taste 
very nice 


Deadly nightshade: 
VERY POISONOUS 


Rose hips: good for you . 
when cooked as they are 
rich in vitamin C 


Blackberries - delicious! 


Wild strawberries - 


very tasty! a 


Squirrel says 
NEVER put a berry 
in your mouth 


without asking an / 
Sisal first. 7 
Lords-and- f 


ladies: fruit of 
Wild arum - 
POISONOUS 


Privet: POISONOUS 


White bryony: POISONOUS 


You will need: 
0.5kg Blackberries, old 
plain white T-shirt, pebbles, 
water, saucepan, string, 


Squirrel says 
Get an 
adult to help - 
you heat up the ~ 
Blackberries. 


plastic bucket or bowl. 


ok the fruit over a low heat @ Place a pebble inside the T-shirt, 

20 minutes. Strain the pull the cloth around it tightly from 

iquid through a sieve into a plastic the outside. Tie the pebble into the 
+ bucket or bowl. fabric tightly with string. Repeat. 


+ Mix the alum with half a litre of 

d water in a bowl. Place the T-shirt §} when the T-shirt is completely 
dry, undo the knots. The knots 
should have stopped the dye from 
sinking into the fabric, leaving a 
swirly pattern. 


50g alum (available from chemists), 


— 4 
3 Wear rubber gloves to protect _ 
your hands and press the T-shirt 
into the liquid. Give it a good stir | 
and leave it for 24 hours. Rinse the 
T-shirt under cold water until the \ 

a 


water runs clear. 
Striped effect * Pe) 
For this design, fold up the ; 


T-shirt lentes s in tiny plea 
like ac tina. Tie string tigt 
round t hirt in several places 

to hold the folds firmly in place. 
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You will need: 7 pint of milk, 


skimmed milk (optional), - 
_ berry fruits, clingfilm, 
_ saucepan, bowl. 
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q Gently warm the milk in a 
saucepan but don't let it boil. Take 
the pan off the heat and leave the 


milk to cool down for a few minutes. 


3 Cover the bow! with clingfilm. 
Place the bowl in an airing 

cupboard, or other warm place, for 
about 24 hours, to thicken up. 


4 4 
© § iryou want a smooth fruit yoghurt, 
pass the fruit through a sieve. Sieved 
fruit also tastes great poured over 
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Small pot of plain, live yoghurt, dried 4 
ao 


cA 


Get an adult to 
help you warm 
the milk. 


@ Mix the live yoghurt with 2 
tablespoons of dried skimmed 
milk (optional) in a bowl. When 
the milk is just cool enough to dip 
your little finger in, mix the live 
yoghurt with the milk. 
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Fruity facts 


The seeds from 
Elderberries can grow 
where there is almost no 
soil. They are sometimes 
seen growing out of 
houses where a seed has 
sprouted in a wall! 


Did you know that the 
itching powder you find in 
joke shops comes from 
the seeds of the Rosehip. 


Some people never eat 
Blackberries after the 
10th October. lt is said 
that the Devil spits on 
every bush during that 
night! 


Most birds eat 
Blackberries, seeds and 
all. But the fussy Blue tit 
takes the trouble to peck 
out all the seeds before 
eating the fruit. 


Puzzle it ouf 222 


Mole was quite happy to stay at home. 
Outside it was cold and down in his burrow 
it was warm and cosy. He sat in his favourite 
armchair with a huge plate of worms by his 
side and doodled on a notepad. 


SQUARES 
How many square objects can you see in 
Mole’s room? 


i 


Six worms have ~~ 
wriggled off the 
“plate - can_you find 
* them in the room? 


MOLE’S DOODLES 
Each of Mole’s pictures pair up with another 
to form a word like this: 


lady + bird = ladybird 
Can you pair up his pictures to 
form 5 words? 


WRIGGLING AWAY —~ 


His peace was interrupted by Mr and Mrs 
Shrew who had come to visit him. They 
were a greedy pair, too, so Mole made 
them a plate of spaghetti so he could 
save his worms for himself! 


EATING SPAGHETTI 
Whose spaghetti is being picked off the plate? 


When the spaghetti was 
finished, Mr and Mrs 
Shrew looked round 
the room and spied a 
big bowl of fruit. 


Puzzle it ouf 227” 


“Let’s make a fruit salad!” cried Mr Shrew 
and they peeled and cut the fruit to make 
a delicious dessert. Yum! 


FRUIT SALAD 
How many fruits are in the salad? 


Mole was becoming worried. The Shrews 
were little but my, oh my, they could eat! 
“My husband eats six beetles a day,” 
said Mrs Shrew, looking around the room 
again. “He eats the same number of 
beetles for breakfast, lunch and supper.” 


EAT A BEETLE 
How many beetles does Mr Shrew have 
at each meal? 


“I don’t have any beetles,” said Mole 
grumpily, glancing at the door. 

Mrs Shrew looked disappointed. “We'd 
better go,” she said. “It’s difficult for us to 
find food in winter so we must continue our 
hunting.” 

“As long as it’s not in here,” Mole said to 
himself as the Shrews went out. 


SLOW CHANGE 

Use the clues to change one letter 
at a time and turn Mole into his 
favourite food. 

1 The opposite of female 

2 A mother horse 

3 A---- house is a place to 

store things 

4 Slightly less than hot 

5 Mole’s favourite food 


MOLENILLS You need at least three people, 


A trick to play on a friend! lots of paper plates and a blindfold. 


q Lay all the plates out on the floor. 
These are the molehills in a field. 

Ask a friend to look at them and try 
to remember where they are. 


& Tie a blindfold 
round his eyes. 


@ Now ask your friend to cross the field without 
stepping on the molehills! 
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